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From the Pastor’s Desk

Winter — what can [ say? It has its moments of
beauty: the silvery silhouettes of sleeping trees
against a bright blue sky,
the falling snow on a full
moon night, warm cozy
socks, a cup of hot choco-
late and a good book, espe-
cially the Good Book . . . winter a perfect time for
reflection.

A friend gave me a book entitled The Fourth
Quarter of Your Life- embracing what matters
most. The book gives perspective on preparing
for living in the fourth quarter of life. It opens
with a quote by Henry David Thoreau, “What lies
behind us and what lies ahead of us are tiny mat-
ters compared to what lies within us.” 1 suggest
this 1s a quote worth meditating on.

I pray that whatever quarter of life you are in that
you will set aside time each day to talk with your
Lord and Savior. It is a must for those who are
planning to finish well. I want to share a few
thoughts with you about prayer:

1. Prayer — written, silent or read is wonderful
for our souls. I pray silent short prayers
throughout the day; I write my morning pray-
ers most days, and I read the Bible as prayer,
or I read other people’s prayers regularly.
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3. Tlove to read short passages of Scripture
while paying attention to phrases, or even a
word that captures my attention. These often
lead me to word studies that help me see deep-
er into what [ am reading. I always ask for the
help of the Holy Spirit as I read.

4. Writings offered by those I sense are deeply
spiritual people also inspire me. I don’t know
about you, but I have developed a list of peo-
ple who have shared their walk with God in
writing.

Many of them have written in Upper Room books
called 4 Guide to Prayer for all Who Seek God.”
One of my favorites was printed in 2003 and
guided by Norman Shawchuck and Ruben Job.
Ruben Job was a UMC Bishop in Iowa and was a
very Godly man. He passed away in 2015. Nor-
man Shawchuck was a pastor, teacher and con-
sultant. He and Job were friends.

I close with a quote from Henri J. M. Nouwen, a
contributor to many of the Guide to Prayer books.
Spend some time thinking about what he is shar-
ing. “ .. the full power of the Word [Bible] lies,
not in how we apply it to our lives after we have
heard it, but in its transformative power that does
its divine work as we listen.” 1 understand the
author to say God’s Holy Spirit will change us if
we will show up.

Get a good book (especially the Good Book),
some warm socks, and a cup of hot chocolate to
help you with whatever quarter of life you find
yourself. Spring is coming!
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Committee Chairs and Team Members
for 2025

Pastor and Lay Leader are members of all
committees.

COUNCIL CHAIR

Cecil McConnell
LAY LEADER

Jana Smith

PASTOR/PARISH

Julie Smith, Chair
Jim Williams
Ginger McConnell
Clay Williams
David Dunavan

TRUSTEES [Elect own chair]

Ward Massey, Chair

Mac Caradine

Bill Smith

Mark Hilton

Bob Mallard

Jim Williams [not related to Clay]
Clay Williams

Peter Lowe

Curt Tolle

TRUSTEES WHO REVIEW CONTRACTS
AND LEGAL DOCUMENTS
Ward Massey, Mac Caradine and Bill Smith

FINANCE

Sandra Massey, Chair

Jennifer Williams, Treasurer

Linda DeMass
Members: Pastor, Lay Leader, Council Chair,
PPR Chair, Rep. from Board of Trustees, Chair
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MISSION AND OUTREACH

Mike DeMass, Chair

Linda DeMass, Co-Chair
Bill Smith

Christina Ruszczynski

Sam Ruszczynski

Clay and Jen Williams

Cecil and Ginger McConnell
Linda Sanborn

Jack and Linda Christianson
Julia Caradine

Carla Reinhart

NOMINATING COMMITTEE

Pastor, Chair

Jo Partee

Christina Ruszczynski
Bill Smith

Zaidee Williams
Cindy Hughes

WORSHIP COMMITTEE

Richard Allen, Chair
Jo Anna Smith
Christina Ruszczynski
Cecil McConnell
Barb Hilton

Linda Sanborn
Cindy Hughes

Jane Ann Duncan
Sue Baker

Ashley Dunavan
Julie Smith

Julie Comstock
Zaidee Williams
Doreen Hanley

Jim Williams

Glenda Lanning
Linda Johnson

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY

Sue AdKkins, Chair
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Committee Chairs and Team Members

for 2025

Pastor and Lay Leader are members of all
committees.

MEDIA AND COMMUNICATIONS

Barb Hilton
Christina Ruszcynski

MEMBERSHIP RECORDS
Christina Ruszcynski

GOOD SHEPHERD WOMEN’S GROUP
Linda Johnson

GOOD SHEPHERD MEN’S GROUP

Clay Williams

Web Page—www.22goodshepherd.com

Schedule of Events

Children Sunday School..................... 9:45 am
Sunday Service .................. 11:00am at Church

Movie& Dinner—Monday ................... 4:00 pm

Graceful Stifches Sewing................ 10:00am
Meet in basement of church

Recovery Group—Thursday ............... 10:00am
Meet in basement of church

Women of the Good Shepherd - Third Tuesday
of the month at 10:00am

Good Shepherd Brotherhood—Fourth Thursday
of month at 6:00pm

Church Potluck—Second Sunday of the month
after Church Service

Production Line
for

Fellowship Sound
Baffles
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